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With deep regret we note the passage of our shipmate and friend George Cousins, shown here on Pearl Harbor 

Remembrance Day Please see Andrea Rutherfoordôs article on page 12  

http://www.cgauxboca.org/
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May, 2009 Meeting 

From VFC Tom Thayer 

April  Flotilla Meeting Program 

 

We will have another interesting program for 

the May Flotilla Meeting. 

As we approach another hurricane season, it is 

important to look at the insurance considerations for 

your vessel. Tom Gresh, with Smith-Merritt 

Insurance will cover coverages, preparations, 

claims, etc. Tom is a local guy, Boca Raton, Lynn 

University, 15 year USCG Licensed Captain on 

Sport Fishing Vessels in 10 countries along the 

Atlantic and Pacific Oceans 

Please come to the meeting and bring a guest.  

Uniform  is Tropical Blue Long, ODU or 

civilian. 

  
Invitation to all New Members  
(Especially to those who have 

been in the auxiliary for less than 

a year or just ñfeelò new):  

What: Spring ñMeet-and-

Greetò  
When: Monday night, May 

11
th

, 7-8:30 pm 
Where: The base 

Please attend and meet your 

fellow new members. This event is informal ï no 

need for uniforms. Guests invited. Weôll have 

refreshments and introductions of each other and 

the staff. Weôll also have a discussion about 

uniforms ï what to order, how to order them ï as 

well as a description of the member training 

planned for 2009. Bring your questions! 

I look forward to seeing you! If you have any 

questions, please call or write. 

Andrea Rutherfoord, FSO-Personnel Services  

RSVP: arutherfo@att.net or 561-495-6702. 

 
NATIONAL SAFE BOATING WEEK  

 

NSBW starts May 16. FSO-VE Martin Jaffe and his 

team of Vessel Examiners are leading the way for 

Flotilla 3 6 by offering vessel safety checks at both 

Lake Ida and Silver Palm Park every day of NSBW. 

Commander Thayer will be busy getting 

proclamations, Classes will be held in both Auxop,  

Operational training, and Public Education.  Mickey 

Jaffeôs team and the educators are to be applauded 

for their efforts, but what about the rest of the 

members of Flotilla 3 6? Everyone in every 

department should participate in NSBW. Please 

consult 

http://www.cgaux.org/members/whats_new/anno

unce.php to get started. If you  canôt get some kind 

of promotion going yourself, then lend a hand to 

one of the existing programs. Mickeyôs team does 

so much more than VSCs. They promote, they 

recruit, they market boating safety classes, they 

instruct in proper equipment use including life 

jackets,. The PE folks giving the ABS course and 

manning the Bat Pak at the Bass Pro Shop can also 

use support. These people are our link to the public 

and they need your help. So put on your uniform 

and do your part, no excuses. This is what you 

signed on for. This is our mission for the United 

States Coast Guard. And when the job is done, 

donôt forget to turn in your time on form 7029 so 

that the USCG can document your contribution.  

 

MAY CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS  

This section will highlight dates and events in the 

coming month. For a full listing, see the Calendar. 

Note: Calendars frequently change, check with 

event leader to verify 

 

5/2  VSE @ Lake Ida   1000 

5/6 AUXWEA continues  1900 
5//7 Flotilla Meeting   1930 

5/11 New Member Social   1900  

5/13  City using facility  

5/16-5/223 VSC at Silver Palm Park, 0900  

 Lake Ida    1000 

5/16 ABS & Bat Pak at Bass Pro  1500 

5/23 ABS at Base    0900 

5/21 Staff Meeting at Base   1900 

5/24  Inputs due for THE LOG 

 

 

 

mailto:arutherfo@att.net
http://www.cgaux.org/members/whats_new/announce.php
http://www.cgaux.org/members/whats_new/announce.php
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Tom Thayer 

fc@cgauxboca.org 

Flotilla Commander 3 6 

  

From the Helm 

South Florida Coast Guard Association:  

 

Several of us had the opportunity to attend 

the kick-off social at the Hillsboro 

Lighthouse on April 23. SFCCA, South 

Florida Coast Guard Association, is new 

and it is for Coast Guard Active Duty, 

Retirees, Reserves and Auxiliarists. It is a 

non-profit organization that will raise 

funds to sponsor activities. The next of 

these activities will be the Coast Guard 

Ball honoring the 70
th
 Anniversary of the 

Coast Guard Reserves and Coast Guard 

Auxiliary  on June 20, 2009, tentatively at 

Coast Guard Air Station Miami (Opa 

Locka). 

 

I would encourage all of you to join the 

SFCCA. The dues are only $10/yr. 

Please send your check made payable to 

SFCCA , include your name address, 

email and Flotilla and mail as follows: 

 

            Gwen Leys, IPDCP 3 

            District 7 US Coast Guard 

              Auxiliary 

            620 S.E. 5
th
 Terrace 

            Pompano Beach, FL 33060-8128 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

AUXILIARY VOLUNTEERS: I would 

like to thank all of you that have 

participated in any or all of the many 

activities that Flotilla 3-6 has been 

involved in the last several weeks. 

Activities way to numerous to mention 

here. The Division 3 Training and 

Meeting is an activity that, if at all 

possible, you do not want to miss. The 

Division Bridge, Pat and Ed, and Lt. Doug 

Watson, Commanding Officer of CG 

Station Ft. Lauderdale go to great lengths 

to present very worthwhile programs.   

   
 REQUEST UNIFORM AND ACCESSORIES 

DONATIONS TO FLOTILLA:  
We have experienced some disruptions to our 

normal supply for uniform accessories. We have 

identified an alternative source. Still consider 

donating to the Flotilla your unneeded devices, 

shoulder boards and ribbon brackets. The Flotilla 

can make a few bucks and we can offer our 

members, especially new members, a better price 

to get them in proper ODUs or Tropical Blue 

Long uniforms. 

If you have clean serviceable uniforms that you 

do not need, please bring them in as well. 

Again, your contribution is a win-win for your 

Flotilla and your fellow members. 

  

Till next monthéé. 

 

ñFar better it is to dare mighty things, to 

win glorious triumphs even though 

checkered by failure, than to rank with 

those poor spirits who neither enjoy or 

suffer much because they live in the gray 

twilight that knows neither victory or 

defeat.ò                                                         

Theodore Roosevelt                
 

Photo credits this month go to Jerry 

Edelman Ed Duda Andrea Rutherfoord 

and Don Fisher 

 

 

mailto:fc@cgauxboca.org
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Marie Thompson 

Flotilla Vice Commander 

Fso-VFC@cgauxboca.org 

 

Some may say they do not 

have a chance to 

participate in an Auxiliary 

activity.  Maybe that is because we have so many 

activities, they just do not know which to try.  In 

April & again in May, we have more 

opportunities than you can shake a stick at.  In 

April just to mention a few, there was the Delray 

Affair, Boca Beach Cleanup, Pompano Beach 

Seafood Festival, Vessel Safety checks and more.  

Thanks to those who gave of their time and 

talent.  In May, we have a Pot Luck dinner (with 

an Italian theme) on Saturday May 2
nd

, our 

General Monthly Meeting, National Safe Boating 

Week, Vessel Exams, MT classes, radio watches 

and yes, Safety Patrols as well.  The list goes on 

and on.  Please find an activity that interests you 

and join in.  Make a friend and participate 

together.  Then it will be even more fun.  The 

same few should not have all the fun and the 

same few can not do everything.        

THANKS to those who are contributing their 

time and talents in the many activities in and 

around the Auxiliary.  Special thanks to those 

helping out by bringing goodies to the General 

Meeting.  Keep those yummies coming! 

 

 
 

Bill Bartley Operations 
Fso-op@cgauxboca.org 

 
No Report 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                 

Thomas H. Kegan,  

Member Training 
Fso-Mt@cgauxboca.org 

 

We are  holding  

COXSAWIN class on 

Tuesday evenings ,  

On Wednesday evenings an AUXOP weather 

course is in progress. 

 

Members who require 3 yr recertification, are : 

COXSWAINS Rick Celestino, 

Tom Sutherland, Bob Hersey, Tony Quesada, 

Crew Members who require 3 yr recertification 

are  ; A Rutherfoord, Tom Rutherfoord, I 

Azzarito, E. Michitsch, J. Godden .J. Bordelon, R 

. Bordelon,  

Members in REYR  Who need  3 yr. 

rectificationsô are;  Ed Olekask, Richie Dunne, K. 

Stanley. J, Glover. 

Our next QE audit will take place on June 27,28 

at our base in Boca great opportunity for all to 

complete quails 

At the audit, any new Coxswains Who has 

completed all tasks and has them sign off can  

Participate 

All new crew members can participate also as 

long all tasks have been completed. 

 

AUXOP Courses, News on new AUXSCE course 

(was AUXSAR  Search and Rescue, now Search 

Coordination and Execution). The current Exam 

is being replaced will be ready in near future 

 

A very important event is happing in May.  

National safe boating week May 16, to May 23 

Mickey Jaffe FSO/VE needs help has many items 

planned. A great opportunity for all to get 

involved  

 

On May 11 all our new members will be invited 

to our base to meet our members and staff 

members. This is a great opportunity to welcome 

them, tell them what we do, answer any and all 

question they might have, and help them get 

involved. 

 

 

mailto:Fso-VFC@cgauxboca.org
mailto:Fso-op@cgauxboca.org
Fso-Mt@cgauxboca.org
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Gail Edelman  

Public Education  

 

Fso-pe@cgauxboca.org 

 

Public Education ïOur 

next class is About Boating Safely to be held on 

May23
th   

to coincide with National Safe Boating 

Week.   I am looking for instructors and students.  

If anyone is interested in taking the class, they 

should just come to the class on May and sign up.    

I am going to leave extra class schedules in the 

office so we can get  them out prior to safe 

boating week.  If each member would take a 

handful and distribute them to stores near them, 

we  would be able to reach more individuals.   If 

you want more than are at the office or if you 

canôt pick them up there, please call or text me 

and I will arrange to get them to you.     

 

Schedule of Public Education Classes 

 
About Boating Safely ï May 23 9AM to 5PM ï Bring 
your own lunch 
Boating Skills & Seamanship ï Registration June 8- 
Classes June 15 thru July 27 Monday evenings from 
7-9PM 
About Boating Safety ï July 25 9AM to 5PM ï Bring 
your own lunch 
About Boating Safety ï Oct 3 9AM to 5PM ï Bring 
your own lunch 
About Boating Safety ï Nov 14 9AM to 5PM ï Bring 
your own lunch 
Weekend Navigator- Full class- Fall 09 dates to be 
determined 
GPS December  5 9AM to  3 PM 

 
 

                                  
 

Don Fisher 

Fso-pb@cgauxboca.org 

AUXOP Training  

And Publications 

 

 

Member Training,  

Boat Crew  

 Two class members,  George Kozel and Fred 

Gless qualified on March 29, 2009. The rest are 

new members awaiting their security clearance 

from DIRAUX. 

Tom Kegan is back and conducting the Coxswain 

Class. Welcome back Tom! 

AUXOP 

AUXWEA. Weather, started April 1
st
 at the base, 

is half complete, and is continuing on Wednesday 

evenings. This is one of the six courses required 

for AUXOP Qualification and it provides skills 

that you can use every day. The remaining 

schedule follows: 

 

Weather Products, 06MAY 

Weather Forecasting, 20MAY  

Heavy Weather, 03JUN* 

Review 10JUN 

Exam 17JUN 

*No class on 27JUN 

 

 
AUXWEA 09 Class 

 

All AUXOP classes will be on Wednesday  

evenings at the base at 1900. Operations classes 

are on Tuesday evenings, same time 

 

 
 

Left: Nancy and Jim Godden and Helene Houge 

received service awards 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Fso-pe@cgauxboca.org
mailto:Fso-pb@cgauxboca.org
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Martin Jaffe 

Vessel Examination 

 

Finally had some great 

weather in April and the 

VSC's are adding up. 

This is also a result of the 

great turnout of our VE's.  The  experienced VE's 

as well as the new ones have been doing a great 

Job educating the boating public in safety as well 

as doing many VSC's, 

 

In addition To Lake Ida and Silver Palm Parks 

VE's and many other flotilla members were at 

"The Delray Affair", which was a huge success 

this year. 

 

The VSC schedule for May is: 

 

   Saturday 02 May Lake Ida Park    

   National Safe Boating Week every day 

Saturday 16 May to Friday 22 May at BOTH 

LAKE IDA  and 

   SILVER PALM PARKS 

   All times at: Lake Ida are 1000-1400 Hrs. 

                    Silver Palm are 0900-1400 Hrs 

 

Again Three Cheers for the dedicated Vessel 

Examiners !!!!!  

 
 

 
Rob Lambie received his APC certificate 

 

 

 

 
Leonard Schwartz 
Fso-is@cgauxboca.org 
Information Systems 
 
 
 
 

 

Please note the following information in regards 

to Form 7028. This is the form that keeps your 

MEMBER INFORMATION current. 

 

When using this form you should first read the 

information page . This will tell you that the 

information to be updated is the only ITEM that 

you enter on this report other then your member 

NAME AND NUMBER. 

 

If you change your address, make sure that you 

enter the ZIP+FOUR. The form will not be 

excepted if you leave out the +FOUR, so keep 

this in mind.. If you note that the mail you are 

getting from the Auxiliary does not have the 

+FOUR in the zip code, put through a new #7028 

with only the ZIP+FOUR to bring your 

information up to date. Send it electronically. 

 

Under the Patriot Readiness portion where they 

request contact information, this should NOT  be 

the person that you live with, but rather someone 

outside of the immediate area. You must also fill 

in your availability and skills need to be indicated 

under the Patriot Readiness portion. 

 

NEVER DUPLICATE ANY EXISTING 

INFORMATION THAT IS CORRECT, ONLY 

CHANGES,  OR ANYTHING THAT NEED TO 

BE  DELETED. 

 

Thanks for your help in this matter. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Fso-is@cgauxboca.org
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Andrea Rutherfoord 

Personnel Services 

Fso-ps@cgauxboca.org 

Andrea Rutherfoord, FSO-
PS 

Personnel Services 
Andrea Rutherfoord, FSO-PS 

We have been fortunate to have the following people 
complete their applications to join the CGAux in April. 
Join me in giving them a warm welcome. 

Merry 
Duncan was 
born and 
raised in the 
northern 
California 
wine 
country. She 
has worked 
in 
managemen
t most of her 
career 
including 5 
years as a 
lieutenant on 
a fire 
department 
in Colorado. 
Helping 
animals and 
the environment has always been at the top of her list. 
She currently works with both Save the Manatee club 
and the Hammerhead Dive club, which is an 
environmentally focused group. Her dad gave her the 
sailing bug when she was growing up. They had a 
small sailboat that she took out one day when she 
and her friends skipped school. She capsized the boat 
and ended up being grounded for the rest of her life at 
home! She moved on to crewing on 505 racing 
dinghies in college. Last year she finished her 
bareboat certification and is now working on her six-
pack license.  She became interested in joining the 
Coast Guard Auxiliary because she believes that her 
background in emergency services, environmental 
work, and boating will make her a sound candidate.  
She is interested in learning charting and plotting so 
sheôs excited about the training we offer. She looks 
forward to helping make a difference in our 
community both on and off the water, and she looks 
forward to working with all of us soon! Welcome, 
Merry. 

Ryan Rabatin was born and raised in Indiana, where 
he spent most summers has his grandparentsô lake 
fishing and boating. After graduating from Ball State 
University (where he met his wife Robyn) in business, 
he interned with the Department of Commerce in DC. 
From there he started his career with International 

Registries, Inc, 
which represents 
the Marshall 
Islands Maritime 
Administration of 
the Republic of 
the Marshall 
Islands. His work 
is mainly 
involved with 
shipping, as the 
Marshall Islandsô 
flag is the fourth 
largest registry in 
the world, with 
roughly 2000 
ships of various types and 50 million gross in tonnage. 
He has worked actively with the Coast Guard both 
externally and internally, as many of the staff is ex-
USCG. After completing an MBA from George Mason 
University, he was transferred to Ft. Lauderdale to 
assist in the growth of this office and expand his 
knowledge of the yacht and offshore industries. Ryan 
and his wife enjoy the Florida outdoors for walking the 
dogs and long bike rides, and he looks forward to 
learning to sail. Ryan and his wife volunteer for a 
number of local events and charities. He joined the 
Auxiliary because of its importance for the safety of 
the environment and seafarers, and he is anxious to 
begin his training. 

In Memorium 

George Cousins, a member of 3-6 for 30 years, died 
on March 31 at 88 years of age. He was buried on 
April 6 in the Veterans cemetery in West Palm Beach. 
This article was published 2005, thanks to the input of 
George and especially Sylvia, his wife. Weôre 
republishing it now as a tribute to George and all his 
work with the Coast Guard Auxiliary. Godspeed, 
George. 

### 
July 2005 

George Cousins was born in Montclair, NJ, and in 
high school (which he attended with Buzz Aldrin), 
George played many 
sports, including football, 
baseball, and track. After 
graduation, he moved to 
NYC to work for Continental 
Company (now part of 
Signa Company) on Wall 
Street and was grateful to 
have a job because this 
was during the depression. 
He completed night classes 
in banking, insurance, and 
real estate. Before WWII 
started, although underage, 
George forged his fatherôs 
signature and enlisted in the 
102nd Cavalry. He had 

mailto:Fso-ps@cgauxboca.org
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started his training on horses at Fort Jackson, SC, 
when his irate father tracked him down, met with the 
base commander, and ushered young George back 
home. 

So George went back to work and school until able to 
enlist legally in May 1942 in the US Coast Guard. He 
served on troop transports and sub chasers in the 
Atlantic and North Africa theaters. He was enrolled in 
officerôs school in 1945 when the war ended and he 
was discharged. 

Again he went back to Continental and worked as 
superintendent of his department until his retirement 
35 years later. He then moved to Hollywood Beach, 
Florida, and worked at the old Diplomat Hotel, then 
one of the leading nightspots in southern Florida. 
George was head of security and was a bodyguard for 
entertaining celebrities, including Bob Hope, Dean 
Martin, and Frank Sinatra. Some returned year after 
year and George got to know a few on a personal 
basis, until the hotel was destroyed by fire in 1988. 
That was the end of Georgeôs career in the security 
business. 

About that same 
time, George, still a 
practicing athlete, 
had the privilege of 
spending 9 days at 
a baseball camp in 
Ft. Lauderdale run 
by legendary Mickey 
Mantle and other 
NY Yankees. 
George played 
outfield on Mickeyôs 
team for 9 days 
while playing 
against challenging 
local teams. George 
found that Mickey 

was quite a colorful character, working hard on the 
field by day and playing hard at night, and for that 
week, accompanied by George! 

Now retired for good, George still plays outfield on a 
seniorôs softball team in the Deerfield Beach, part of 
the Senior Softball Association, George in 102nd 
Cavalry George with Mickey Mantle (left) now the 
oldest player on the team and team captain. However, 
he still runs bases for some of the younger guys. In 
1991, his team, Copa Cabana, won the Senior 
Softball World Series championship in West Palm 
Beach. The year before, his team came in third, and 
in 1992, they took second before losing the final game 
in the 14th inning. George continues to play ball 2-3 
days a week. 

George joined the CG Auxiliary, Flotilla 3-6, nearly 20 
years ago to get active on boats again. His 21ô vessel 
ñCoastieò was a facility up until 5 years ago when he 
gave the boat to Chief Petty Officer Paul ñSkiò 
Zymanski. 

Many of us 
are familiar 
with 
Georgeôs 
endless 
flotilla 
activities: 
member of 
the CGA 
honor 
guard, 
member of 
the group 
who has 
cleaned 
guns at 
Station 
Lauderdale 
for the last nine years, and veteran crewman, willing 
to take the long patrols, including his recent mission 
on Art Makenianôs boat for the OAS patrol, spending 8 
hours on active patrol for 4 days straight. 

But many of us have not heard about the time George 
participated in the filming of helicopter training at 
Station Lauderdale, where he was hauled up and 
down in the life basket six times, soaking wet, from 
the ocean and beach. 

George has an enthusiastic partner in Sylvia, his wife 
of 22 years. Sylvia graduated from University of Miami 
Medical School in 1970 and after finishing her 
internship and residency in Massachusetts, she 
returned to south Florida. Unable to refuse a job offer 
by a radiologist friend, Sylvia moved to an apartment 
on the top floor of Deercreek in Deerfield Beach. 
When she got tired of paying the rent, she married the 
landlord ï George. 

They traveled all over the US in their motor home 
(while Sylvia worked in various radiology practices all 
over the country) and have traveled all over the world 
as well. Sylvia has been a practicing radiologist in 
Florida for over 30 years and now works part-time out 
of their home in Boca. 

Georgeôs two sons still live in Montclair and own their 
own businesses there; George enjoys returning to see 
his three grandchildren. 


